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Sandman Students Attend DARE Day

Lower Township’s Sandman students visited Naval Air Station Wildwood (NASW) Aviation Museum for
the 22" annual DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education) Day on June 4.

Lower Township Police Officer Darrin Hickok talked with about 200 sixth-grade students from the
Sandman Consolidated School outside the NASW hangar to teach them how to resist peer pressure,
make good decisions, and live drug and violence-free lives.

Hickok said the DARE Day is a chance for the students to meet with the various community groups and
learn more about them and their members who contribute to the safety of the community.

“This day is really a culmination of all they learned throughout the year,” said Hickok, who has been the
school’s DARE resource officer for the past 11 years. “We cover everything from drugs and alcohol to
bullying and social media. DARE is about empowering young people and giving them the knowledge to
make good decisions.”

Hickok added that DARE Day is also about having fun as firefighters shot a small steam of water into the
bleachers to cool down the students who were waiting for the demonstrations to begin.

The students watched volunteer firefighters demonstrate extrication devices as some of their peers
helped man the fire hose. Afterwards, students were invited to controls of the ladder truck, see how
quickly they could put on firefighting gear, lift heavy life-saving equipment and test their accuracy with
a fire hose.

They learned about the dangers of driving under the influence by attempting to navigate a pedal-kart
course while wearing goggles that impaired their sight. Students also witnessed a helicopter
demonstration and got to try their luck at the dunk tank.

The Lower Township DARE program, which helps combat drug and alcohol abuse, was put together by
the township school district, Police Department and the air station.
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DARE_Hickok - Lower Township Police Officer Darrin Hickok with sixth
Consolidated School at DARE Day.

grade students from the Sandman



DARE_KartCourse — Officer Joe Mellina watches as a student tries to navigate the obstacle course while
wearing vision-impairing goggles during one of the events at DARE Day.
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DARE_Hose B - Students test their accuracy with the fire hose by trying to knock down road cones on
nearby bleachers during DARE Day.



