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Explanation of School Funding Question on November Ballot

Residents in the Lower Cape May Regional School District will get to vote on whether the funding
formula that determines how much each town pays each year should be changed during the general
election on Nov. 4.

The specific referendum question on the Nov. 4 ballot is, “Should all appropriations for the Lower Cape
May Regional School District be apportioned among the municipalities of the City of Cape May,
Township of Lower, and the Borough of West Cape May upon the basis of the number of students
enrolled from each municipality?”

Currently the tax allocation formula is based upon the current property tax valuations for each
municipality. If the proposal is approved, this formula will be switched to one based on the number of
pupils each town sends.

Lower Township Council has passed a resolution disagreeing with the efforts of the City of Cape May to
change the method in place for distributing the tax burden for the support of the Lower Cape May
Regional School District and urging Lower Township voters to vote “no” on the referendum question.
Township officials agree that the current method is the fairest way to raise taxes to support the school
district because it equalizes the taxes in each of the three participating municipalities in the Lower Cape
May Regional School District by assessing all taxable real property within the district at the same region-
wide tax rate.

Township council also agrees with the statement of Interim Executive Regional Superintendent Robert
Bumpus, who states “New Jersey’s practice of basing a municipality’s contribution on the equalized
valuation of property is exactly that, equalized. It creates a level playing field so that all students, no
matter what their zip code, or amount of their family’s income, have equal access to quality education.”
A “yes” vote would mean will change the tax allocation to fund the Lower Cape May School District from
property valuation to pupil enrollment.

A “no” vote would mean will maintain the current property tax structure and tax allocation formula for
the Lower Cape May Regional School District.

According to the New Jersey Department of Education, an average household in Lower Township would
see an increase of $427.87 a year in school taxes, if the question passes.

The vote would be binding but would have to win the overall vote in Lower Township, Cape May and
West Cape May for any changes to be made.
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