
Lower	Passes	Resolution	Opposing	Regional	School	Dissolution	
 
 
VILLAS-  At a July 15 meeting, Lower Township Council approved a resolution opposing a 

move by Cape May to dissolve the Lower Cape May Regional School District (LCMR) or 
change the school funding formula.  

The regional school district has been funded for 35 years in compliance with state law by a tax 
levy based on the Equalized Assessed Valuation (EAV) of each of the three municipalities, 
according to the resolution. 

The resolution notes the Office of Legislative Services uses the EAV method for cost 
apportionment to “spread the cost of funding in proportion to the municipality’s ‘ability to pay’- 
with ‘ability to pay’ being determined by the value of the municipality’s property; and using the 
EAV method is the same as financing the costs of a single municipality school district.” 

The resolution states “any change in the current funding scheme for the LCMR School District 
would have a profound negative impact upon the entire education system in the Lower Cape 
area; students, teachers, curriculum, special education and class size would all be severely 
affected. Lower Township would simply not be able to replace this loss of revenue, and the 
quality education now provided to the region’s children would be in jeopardy. This impact would 
also endanger the long range goal of providing our area with a qualified work force, thus creating 
a rippling effect that would damage all the communities in the area, including Lower Township 
and Cape May City.” 

The resolution notes the governing body of Lower Township “recognizes the potential damage 
this initiative will cause to the education of our region’s children and does hereby declare its 
intention to vigorously oppose and resist all attempts to change the composition of, or to dissolve 
the Lower Cape May Regional School District.” 

Lower Township Solicitor Charles Sandman said the resolution shows the township’s intent to 
oppose change to the regional school funding formula in “any way, shape or form.” 

Mayor Michael Beck said of all the regional school districts in the state, the Lower Cape May 
Regional School District may be the most regional of all due to the local geography.   

 
Resolution 2013-208 

 
WHEREAS, in 1956 the City of Cape May, the Borough of West Cape May, the Borough of Cape May 

Point, and the Township of Lower formed the Lower Cape May Regional School District which, for more 

than 35 years has been funded, in compliance with State Law, by a tax levy based on the Equalized 

Assessed Valuation (EAV) of each Municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of Legislative Services states: “using the EAV method for cost apportionment is to 

spread the cost of funding in proportion to the municipality’s ‘ability to pay’‐ with ‘ability to pay’ being 

determined by the value of the municipality’s property; and  

WHEREAS, using the EAV method is the same as financing the costs of a single municipality school 

district; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cape May has taken steps that could lead to the dissolution of, their withdraw 

from, or otherwise change the funding formula for the LCMR School District, and 

WHEREAS, any change in the current funding scheme for the LCMR School District would have a 

profound negative impact upon the entire education system in the Lower Cape area; students, teachers, 

curriculum, special education and class size would all be severely affected. Lower Township would 



simply not be able to replace this loss of revenue, and the quality education now provided to the 

region’s children would be in jeopardy. This impact would also endanger the long range goal of 

providing our area with a qualified work force, thus creating a rippling effect that would damage all the 

communities in the area, including Lower Township and Cape May City. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of the Township of Lower recognizes the 

potential damage this initiative will cause to the education of our region’s children and does hereby 

declare its intention to vigorously oppose and resist all attempts to change the composition of, or to 

dissolve the Lower Cape May Regional School District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the governing body of the Township of Lower does hereby intend to make 

this opposition known to all who will ultimately review the request suggested by the governing body of 

the City of Cape May. 

 


