TOWNSHIP OF LOWER, COUNTY OF CAPE MAY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION #2020-132

Title: A RESOLUTION DECLARING A LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY AND A PUBLIC HEALTH
EMERGENCY WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER IN RESPONSE TO THE ONGOING
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

WHEREAS, in or about December of 2019, the emergence of the novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) was first
discovered in the City of Wuhan, Hubei Province, People's Republic of China, and it was recognized to be a
severe, potentially fatal, highly infectious respiratory illness that was suspected of human-to-human transmission;

and

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of the novel
Coronavirus (Covid-19) to be a Public Health Emergency of International Concern as human-to-human
transmission of the Coronavirus was confirmed, and outbreaks the Coronavirus began to spread to numerous
other countries throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human Services
Secretary declared the novel Coronavirus to be a United States Public Health Emergency

WHEREAS, on February 3, 2020, New Jersey's Governor, Philip D. Murphy, issued Executive Order 102
establishing the New Jersey Coronavirus Task Force in an effort to monitor the spread of the Coronavirus within
the State of New Jersey, the United States of America, and the entire world in order to facilitate necessary and
appropriate action to ensure the safety and security of the residents of the State of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the State of New Jersey reported the first confirmed positive case of
Coronavirus throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order 103 declaring a State of
Emergency and a Public Health Emergency in response to the outbreak of the novel Coronavirus within the State
of New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States of America formally declared the
outbreak of the novel Coronavirus to constitute a National Emergency pursuant to the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. § 1601, et seq.); and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order 104 enacting several “social
distancing” regulations, including but not limited to, limiting public gatherings to no more 50 people, closing
educational facilities, closing various recreation and entertainment based businesses, imposed restrictions on
scope of service and hours of operation for other non-essential retail, recreational, restaurant/bars and
entertainment businesses; and

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order 107 which expanded the
social distancing regulations set forth within Executive Order 104, including but not limited to, directing all New
Jersey residents to remain in their home or place of residence with specific limited exceptions, prohibited
gatherings of any size, closed all non-essential retail businesses and identified essential businesses permitted to
continue to operate subject to specific limitations, and reiterated and strengthened social distancing requirements

when in public; and

WHEREAS, on March 21, 2020, Governor Murphy also issued Executive Order 108 which specifically
voided and precluded County and Municipal Governments from imposing or enforcing any restrictions/regulations
that in any way would or might conflict with any of the provisions of Executive Order 107, with the exception of
regulating online marketplaces for arranging or offering lodging, municipal or county parks, and beaches and

hoardwalks; and




WHEREAS, on March 28, 2020, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a
domestic travel advisory for New Jersey, New York, and Connecticut urging residents to refrain from non- -essential
domestic travel for a period of 14 days; and

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Lower recognizes the dangers and severity of the
ongoing novel Coronavirus outbreak and the impact that it has and continues to have on the Township of Lower
and its local resources; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of Lower, County of
Cape May, State of New Jersey as follows:

1

Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.5, and upon the recommendation of Township
Emergency Management Coordinator Edward P. Donohue, the Township Council of the Township
of Lower hereby declares a Local State of Emergency and Public Health Emergency within the
Township of Lower in response to the ongoing Coronavirus Pandemic.

2. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.5, Township Emergency Management
Coordinator Edward P. Donohue, in accordance with regulations promulgated by the State Director
of Emergency Management, is hereby empowered, in consultation with the Mayor and Council and
the Township Manager, to issue and enforce such orders as may be necessary to implement and
carry out emergency management operations and to protect the health, safety, and resources of the
residents of the municipality.

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
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I, Julie A. Picard, Township Clerk of the Township of Lower, County of Cape May, State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the
foregoing to be a true and exact copy of a resolution duly authorized by the Township Council at a meeting held on-April 6,

2020.

Julie A Picard, Townsh|p Clerk
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