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LOWER TOWNSHIP ZONING BOARD

A regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment was held on February 5, 2026, at the Lower Township Municipal Building. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 P.M. by Chairman Hanson. The Recording Secretary stated that adequate notice of said meeting was given in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of 1975.

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Chairman James Hanson
David F. Brand, Jr.
Robert Sweeten
Ernest Utsch III
Geoffrey Bostard/Alt II
Thomas Doherty/Alt III

MEMBERS EXCUSED:	Vice Chairman Michael Kennedy
					Joseph P. Baker/Alt I
					Roy Abrams, Jr./Alt IV

MEMBERS ABSENT:	Robert Basco, Sr.

STAFF PRESENT:		Anthony J. Harvatt, II, Board Solicitor
William J. Galestok, Board Secretary
Patrick Wood, Recording Secretary
William Cathcart, Board Engineer

	STAFF EXCUSED:		Kathryn M. Steiger, Zoning Clerk
















CORRESPONDENCE:
Handouts:
· List of Board Engineer Vouchers, dated February 5, 2026.
· List of Board Solicitor Vouchers, dated February 5, 2026.

Mr. Utsch made a motion to approve minutes from the January 8, 2026 meeting, seconded by Mr. Sweeten. Motion carried.

Mr. Sweeten made a motion to approve Board Engineer Vouchers, seconded by Mr. Brand.  Motion carried.

Mr. Brand made a motion to approve Board Solicitor Vouchers, seconded by Mr. Sweeten. Motion carried.

Mr. Sweeten made a motion to approve all other resolutions from the meeting of January 8, 2026, seconded by Mr. Bostard. Motion carried.

1. Hardship variance application for the construction of additions to an existing residence that would encroach into the side yard setback. Submitted by Patricia Schneider for the location known as Block 218, Lot(s) 7.01+8, 4 Georgia Avenue

Ms. Patricia Schneider, applicant, was sworn in by Chairman Hanson.

Ms. Schneider explained that she was before the Board requesting permission to expand here house. The home is currently a one-bedroom single-family dwelling (SFD) and needs more space for her growing family. 

Mr. Galestok, stated that the plans show a 21.6-foot front yard setback, but the application states a 17-foot front yard setback, but the former is compliant and needs no variance relief. 

This portion of the meeting was opened to the public. As there were no other members of the audience, this portion of the meeting was closed to the public.

Mr. Utsch made a motion to conditionally approve the hardship variance, seconded by Mr. Brand.

VOTE:		Mr. Utsch	YES	Mr. Sweeten	YES	Mr. Bostard		YES
		Mr. Brand	YES	Mr. Doherty	YES	Chairman Hanson	YES

Motion was approved.
A memorializing resolution will be prepared by the Board Solicitor to review and approve at the next scheduled meeting.

Mr. Galestok instructed the applicant that they may proceed with the normal permitting process.

At 6:04 P.M., Mr. Brand made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sweeten. Motion carried





Respectfully submitted,


Patrick L. Wood,
Recording Secretary

A verbatim recording of said meeting is on file in Township Hall.
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