COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - January 17, 2024

The meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Lower, County of Cape May, State of New Jersey was held
on January 17, 2024 at 5:00 p.m. in the meeting room of the Township Hall, 2600 Bayshore Road, Villas, New
Jersey.

The Clerk announced that the meeting was being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act and that
adequate notice of the meeting had been provided according to law.

The following members of Council were present for roll call taken by the Clerk:
Councilmember Thomas Conrad
Councilmember Kevin Coombs
Councilmember Roland Roy, Jr.
Deputy Mayor David Perry
Mayor Frank Sippel

Also present: Michael Laffey, Township Manager and Karen Fournier, Deputy Township Clerk

Work Session

Oath of Office — Officer Andrew DiDonato

Police Chief, Kevin Lewis, shared Andrew DiDonato’s biography.
Mayor Sippel administered the Oath of Office to Officer DiDonato as his father, John DiDonato, held the Bibleand |
his mother, Carla DiDonato, pinned his badge. |

Oath of Office — Officer Thomas Girard '
Police Chief, Kevin Lewis, shared Thomas Girard's biography.

Mayor Sippel administered the Oath of Office to Officer Girard while his mother, Daria Girard, held the Bible and his
father, Tom Girard, pinned his badge.

State of the Township Address - Mayor Frank Sippel

Mayor Sippel presented a power point of the State of the Township Address highlighting 2023 points of interest,
department snapshots, and future projects and events. The power point presentation is available on the Township
website, www.townshipoflower.org.

Paul Burgin Presentation - Fulling Mill Road Project

John Kornick, K2 Consulting Engineers, gave Council an update on the proposed subdivision project on Fulling Mil
Road, explaining the revisions to the scope of the project. See subdivision site rendering attached.
Councilmember Conrad inquired about an Affordable Housing aspect.

Mr. Kornick explained the fair share contribution.

Consent Agenda
Approval of Minutes — January 3, 2024

Res. #2024-55  Authorization for the Payment of Vouchers $ 172,153.23

Res. #2024-56  Authorization for the Refund of Taxes

Res. #2024-57  Transfer of 2023 Appropriations

Res. #2024-58 A Resolution Approving the Flashing Beacon Pedestrian Crossing Sign Agreement between the
Township of Lower and the New Jersey Department of Transportation — Rt 109 & Second Avenue
and Route 109 & Schellengers Landing Road

Res. #2024-59  Amending Contract to Axon Enterprises Inc. for Trade In and Fixed Asset Removal of Twenty-four
(24) Taser X2

Res. #2024-60  Authorization for the Payout of Accumulated Compensatory Time (K.Walker $10,093.14)

Res. #2024-61  Authorization for the Payout of Accumulated Sick Time

Res. #2024-62  Approval of a Secondhand Merchant and Dealer of Precious Metals License

Res. #2024-63  Bid Acceptance and Contract Award of Diamond Beach Park Improvements (LT-C-016)

Res. #2024-64  Approving a Professional Service Contract with DeBlasio & Associates for the Concept Design and
Site Remediation Investigation Phase of Public Works Administration Building (LT-C-048)




On the Consent:

MOTION SECOND | AYE NAY RECUSE | ABSTAIN | ABSENT
CONRAD X X
COOMBS X
ROY X X
PERRY X
SIPPEL X

Regular Agenda
Public Works Department Update - Superintendent Gary Douglass

Mr. Douglass gave Council an update on recent flooding throughout the Township and explained the factors
contributing to the problem. He urged residents to keep the leaves from clogging the intakes and shutting down the
drainage system. He assured he will work with management and Council to come up with a solution.
Councilmember Conrad attested that his area floods due to leaves clogging the storm drains.

Deputy Mayor Perry suggested residents take some responsibility by keeping the leaves out of the storm drains.
Mayor Sippel communicated that changes to the leaf pick-up process may be necessary.

Engineer Report
Will Hanson gave Council an update on the following engineering projects being handled by DeBlasio & Associates

including: Diamond Beach Park Improvements; Reconstruction of Wildwood Avenue and Bay Drive; Beach Access
Paths Survey and Installation; Rotary Community Park Renovations; Bay Qutfall Extensions; Reconstruction of
Ridgewood Avenue; 2023 Stormwater GIS Mapping Services; Frances Ave. Storm Sewer Evaluation; Ohio Ave.
Pump Station Emergency Storm Sewer Replacement; and David Douglass Sr. Memorial Park Renovations.
Councilmember Conrad asked about a timeframe for the Bay Qutfall Extensions.

Mr. Hanson offered a timeframe for permits and bidding.

Administrative Reports

Clerk, Construction, Tax, Treasurer, Vital Statistics
2023 Zoning Board's Annual Variance Report
2023 Tax Collector's Annual Report

Personnel Action Report

Public Comment

Ed Sherretta, 306 Roseann Ave., thanked Deputy Mayor Perry for his efforts with the pump station and voiced
concern about the flooding issues on Roseann Ave. He suggested a preemptive approach with regard to the leaf
pick-up process.

Joe Thomas, 307 Roseann Ave., commended the Public Works Department for the work they do and stressed the
need for Council to rethink the leaf pick-up process.

Gary Douglass addressed the above-mentioned concerns and validated the decisions made by the Public Works
Department.

Ray Flickinger, 1700 Washington Blvd., commended Mayor and Council on the presentation and voiced favor with
the anticipated tax rate. He also suggested nylon leaf containers to alleviate the problem with leaves.

Larry Shillington, 320 Roseann Ave., addressed Council to voice discontent about the leaves and flooding and
proposed a monthly leaf pick-up schedule.

Mayor Sippel clarified the intent of the Township to correct the problem rather than issue violations.

Ed Sherretta addressed Council with concern about speeding on Bayshore Road in the area of Roseann Avenue.
Deputy Mayor Perry communicated his efforts with speed limit reduction and suggested the manager reach out to the
County Engineer about a solution.

Councilmember Conrad suggested a speed limit of 35 along the entirety of Bayshore Road.




Eileen Kreis, Evergreen Ave., addressed Council to defend the Public Works Department and thank them for doing a
great job.

Councilmember Conrad agreed.

Ed Sherretta reiterated the problem and urged the Township to come up with a solution.
Mayor Sippel assured that the Township will come up with a plan.

Council Comments
Councilmember Conrad - no additional comments

Councilmember Coombs agreed that flooding on Roseann is a concern and that leaves need to be contained.
Mr. Shillington voiced concern with containing leaves on account of the elderly.

Councilmember Roy - no comments

Deputy Mayor Perry requested Manager Laffey reach out to the County Engineer regarding the speed limit/signage
on Bayshore Road. He also reminded residents to check on their neighbors during the cold winter months.

Mayor Sippel communicated that the next meeting agenda will include the We Value our Veterans Award and the
Budget Introduction will be on the March 4™ agenda.

Adjournment
There being no further business to address, motion to adjourn moved by Councilmember Coombs, seconded by

CounWr Roy. Motion to adjourn was unanimous. Meeting adjourned 119 pm

r//" ,/{///\-_’/’
{Frank Sippel, Mayor

Township Clerk

Approved: /:L;[) 5 ,,;9/)-;.%/
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